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Abstract

The evolution of our thinking is a very interesting and instructive story. The standard bearers are
founders of religions, philosophers, sometimes scientists too. The pioneering work of the latter was
little understood by most of people. Our aim in this paper is to present a concrete situation, in
which we could fallow the previous ideas: the acceptance of the heliocentric theory of Copernicus in
Transylvania. We will do it through two paintings on wood of the Solar system, in two Transylvanian
churches: one in a Greek-Catholic church in Surdesti (Maramures county), and the other in a
Unitarian church in Ocland (Harghita county). Although they were made in the same period, these
two paintings represent two opposite systems: the geocentric one and the heliocentric one. How was
that possible?
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1 Introduction

The aim of this paper is to find out how the heliocentric theory of the solar system penetrated
Transylvania, according to which the Earth is not in the center of the solar system, but the Sun, and
the planets revolve not around the Earth, but around the Sun, together with the Earth. We will
approach this problem not through the prism of the scientific works of the time, works that were
not accessible to ordinary people, but through the prism of those possibilities, to which the broad
masses of people had access.

Although very few could see, today everyone knows that the Earth is round, rotates around its axis,
and moves around the Sun. Some have supported this idea for over 2000 years, however, most people
have only been familiar with this idea for about 200 years.

In the north of Transylvania, in Surdesti (Maramures County), there is an old wooden Uniate (Greek-
Catholic) church. Inside the church there is an interesting mural painting, made in 1783. (Figure

1).
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Fig. 1: The interior of the Uniate (Greek-Catholic) church in Surdesti (Maramures County)

It depicts the solar system. It is one of the variants of the geocentric model, in which the Earth is
at the center of the planetary system (Figure 2).

Fig. 2: The ceiling of the Uniate church in Surdesti (Maramures County, photo 2016)

There are several wooden churches in Transylvania, from the same period, where we can see painted
on the ceiling the whole geocentric representation of the solar system, such as Ulciug (Salaj County),



